Monday, March 29, 2021

Dequindra A. Ligon
208 Church Street
New Iberia, Louisiana 70563

Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics
Docket No. 2021-063 %z?»’
Q
S
Dear Ms. Ligon: Q g
66
,\ &

The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its April 9, 2021 meeting, conmdere@?ogp%equest for an
advisory opinion as to whether the Louisiana Code of Governmental E‘s@%s {a%oeié ) would prohibit
you from opening a private driving school in New Iberia, Louisiana wh@e %%b%lg@’le Assistant Principal

G
at Breaux Bridge High School in St. Martin Parish. Q(& @4 N

Q
FACTS PROVIDED,D £
\ & g
You are the Assistant Principal at Breaux Bridge High Sgﬁoe&% &Q‘:’Martln Parish. You are considering
opening a private driving school in New Iberl&ugg&na@ﬁhéﬁe you reside. Itis possible that students
from your school, Breaux Bridge High Sch@}. Sber ﬁo@s in St. Martin Parish, and the surrounding
areas may enroll and attend your drlvucg) 0' ]bé? Mﬁ"tln St. Mary, and Iberia Parish School Boards
U;(@utles as Assistant Principal include:

do not sponsor a drivers’ educatio .
N
1. Servingasan 1nstruct1@al ]&éggnd supervisor of custodial staff;

z)
2. Monltorlng/supe@sm@tlléimplementatlon of professional development in the

classrooms/m\@%tl@ Lg'%\ccordance to the school improvement plan and the St.
Martin Pari }1 S@?o Board
% & @
3. Worl%ﬁa W:T’Ché@e Principal to plan professional development,

Q
‘b'
&«ay@s‘@‘ﬁng, and directing work, interviewing, evaluating performance,

%dmlgu?termg discipline, and resolving issues amongst teacher/ staff; and,

PSYPN
éf@dressmg building management concerns by working closely with the custodial

&
\\6\ Q’ﬁ staff by implementing school-wide safety and emergency protocols.

é‘
oS
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La. R.S. 42:1111(C)(1)(a) prohibits a public servant from receiving any thing of economic value for
any service, the subject matter of which is devoted substantially to the responsibilities, programs, or

operations of the agency of the public servant and in which the public servant has participated.

La. R.S. 42:1111(C)(2)(d) provides that no public servant and no legal entity in which the public
servant exercises control or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, shall receive any thing
of economic value for or in consideration of services rendered, or to be rendered, to or for any 8§f"son
during his public service unless such services are: (d) Neither performed for nor compensatg’&}%&any
person or from any officer, director, agent, or employee of such person, if such public sel':\@%g\ WS or
reasonably should know that such person has or is seeking to obtain contractual or | ber@?siness or
financial relationships with the public servant's agency; conducts operatio\' Co.r&é.?tgtﬁes which are
regulated by the public employee’s agency; or has substantial econorofé? ég%gr ts which may be
substantially affected by the performance or nonperformance of the g@lig&}gﬁayee's official duty.

La.R.S.42:1116 provides that no public servant shall use the aqt}ﬁ?@%&&g)\fﬁce or position, directly
or indirectly, in a manner intended to compel or coerce any gg?;@\%n ather public servant to provide
Q. P

himself, or other person with anything of economic value@V %\\ ,&\

S & &

The Board concluded, and instructed m%@vvbgg@'—o&%ﬁat based on the facts presented, the Code
would not prohibit you from providi &ébfeéd:rlvei&education courses through the private driving
school that you plan to establish. The@?o@l%g&?? private driver education courses would not be
prohibited under La. R.S. 42:1111(@@1@%&@‘5&% you would not be “receiving any thing of economic
value for any service, the subje@@m@tter&'& which is devoted substantially to the responsibilities,
programs, or operations of.@%\gg@.r}gﬁof the public servant and in which the public servant has
participated.” Additiona ggfjr(@ﬁl'ﬁon of private driver education courses would not be prohibited
under La. R.S. 42:111125@) [g@%qgcﬁecause you do not teach any classes at Breaux Bridge High School in
St. Martin Parish. é&%ﬁ%g&%tudenm at Breaux Bridge High School would not be prohibited sources.
The Board furt&\&}i@rhg‘ﬂt\gd me to caution you against a potential violation of La. R.S. 42:1116. Take
care of any app\ea:o%ngé“of compelling or coercion.

&

This advisogy\%gi;r?ion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as presented

may re&\l }g@?ﬁ different application of the provisions of the Code of Governmental Ethics. The Board
iss%eQ%ngppinion as to past conduct or as to laws other than the Code of Governmental Ethics, the
Ca pa?gn Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist Disclosure Act, and conflict of interest provisions in the
gaming laws. If you have any questions, please contact me at (800) 842-6630 or (225) 219-5600.
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Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

LaToya D. Jordan
For the Board
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